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from the President’s desk 

the ir fa mily me mb e r 
c ho o se s the  c a r, whic h must b e  a  b ra nd  ne w ve hic le .  

• The  me mb e r the n lo dg e s a n e nq uiry with MBA Ca r 
Assist via  a  pho ne  c a ll g iving  the ir na me  a nd  Justic e  
Numb e r so  tha t the  info rma tio n c a n b e  ve rifie d  b y the  
RVAHJ o ffic e .   This is stric tly a  Me mbe r only se rvic e , 

with a bsolute ly no  e xc e ptions. 
• MBA Ca r Assist the n d isc usse s the  me mb e r's 

re q uire me nts in  purc ha sing  a  ve hic le  
• An e xte nde d  te st d rive  ma y b e  o rg a nise d .  (if me mb e r 

ha s no t te st d rive n the  ve hic le ) 
• A  q uo ta tio n will b e  pro vide d . (Pric ing  is c o mpe titive  a s 

MBA Ca r Assist  ha s re la tio nship  with b o th 
Ma nufa c ture rs he a d  o ffic e s a nd  de a le rs na tio na lly a nd  
in so me  c a se s Co rpo ra te  Se rvic ing  ma y a lso  b e  
inc lude d )  

• The  me mb e r the n de c ide s whe the r to  pro c e e d  o r no t. 
• If me mb e r pro c e e ds a nd  is lo o king  to  fina nc e  , MBA 

Ca r Assist fina nc e  will g ive  the   me mb e r a  c a ll fo r a  
q uo ta tio n. 

• Pa pe rwo rk is the n sig ne d  a nd  the  purc ha se  the n ta ke s 
p la c e . 

Ple a se  no te : The  me mb e r ma y first 'sho p  a ro und ' a nd  is 
e nc o ura g e d  to  do  so , to  o b ta in the  b e st de a l po ssib le  a nd  
use  tha t pric e  o b ta ine d  a s the ir re fe re nc e .  The y c a n the n 
c o nta c t MBA to  se e  if the y c a n o b ta in a  c o mpe titive  o r in 
mo st c a se s a  b e tte r pric e . 

As I have  pe rso nally  use d the ir se rvic e s, I c an vo uc h fo r 

the  savings I was able  to  make  o n the  purc hase  o f a ne w 

c ar fo r my  wife .  In fac t I save d se ve ral tho usand do llars o n 

the  be st pric e  I was able  to  o btain and in additio n 3 ye ars 

fre e  se rvic e  was also  pro vide d. 

I c anno t pe rso nally  guarante e  that this will happe n in 

e ve ry  c ase , but I am sure  it will pay  yo u to  at le ast try  the ir 

se rvic e , be c ause  e ithe r way  it will c o st yo u no thing  -  if yo u 

e ithe r pro c e e d with the ir o ffe r o r go  yo ur o wn way , the  

se rvic e  MBA pro vide  will be  abso lute ly  fre e  to  all o f the  

me mbe rs o f RVAHJ.  

De a r Me mb e rs,  
      Fe llo w Justic e s, 

 

I a m ve ry e xc ite d  to  
a nno unc e  two  ne w initia tive s 
b y the  Dire c to rs o f RVAHJ o n 
b e ha lf o f yo u, the  me mb e rs.  

Afte r se ve ra l we e ks o f 
ne g o tia tio n RVAHJ ha s 
fo rme d  a  re la tio nship  with 
Me mb e r Be ne fits Austra lia  
(MBA). 

MBA Ca r Assist is a  fre e  
c a r so urc ing  se rvic e  whic h 
pro vide s me mb e rs o f RVAHJ 
a nd  the ir imme dia te  fa mily 
me mb e rs with the  fo llo wing ; 
• Me mb e r o f RVAHJ o r 

The  se c o nd  a nno unc e me nt, whic h ha s b e e n sa nc tio ne d  
b y the  Bo a rd  o f RVAHJ is the  a wa rd ing  o f a  Po st No mina l 
to  re c o g nise  a  me mb e r's  sta tus within the  Asso c ia tio n.  The  
RVAHJ b e ing  a  pro fe ssio na l a sso c ia tio n, ha s with the  
intro duc tio n o f its re vise d  a nd  ne w Co nstitutio n, 
e mpo we re d  the  RVAHJ a s a  pro pe rly re c o g nise d  
pro fe ssio na l c a pa c ity to  re c o g nise  a ll o f its me mb e rs b y 
a wa rd ing  a  Po st No mina l to  sig nify, no t o nly the  me mb e r's 
me mb e rship  o f the  RVAHJ, b ut a lso  the  sta tus o f tha t 
me mb e r within its me mb e rship . 

The  c o nfe rra l o f a  po st no mina l to  a  me mb e r o f the  
RVAHJ, is de ta ile d  o n pa g e  5. 

A pe rso n who  re c e ive s the  a wa rd  o f Fe llo wship  is e ntitle d  
to call himself/herself “Fellow of the Royal Victorian 
Association of Honorary Justices” and use the post nominal 
“FRVAHJ” for the duration of his/her membership of the 
a sso c ia tio n.  

A fina nc ia l me mb e r o f the  a sso c ia tio n who  ha s no t 
q ua lifie d  o r ha s no t re c e ive d  the  a wa rd  o f Fe llo wship  is 
e ntitle d to  use  the  post nomina l imme dia te ly, a s spe c ifie d  
b e lo w:  
An a sso c ia te  me mb e r is e ntitle d  to  use  the  po st no mina l 
“ARVAHJ”, an ordinary member is entitled to use the post 
nominal “MRVAHJ” and a retired member may continue to 
use the post nominal “FRVAHJ” or “MRVAHJ” provided 
the y re ma in a s pa id  up  me mb e r in the  c a te g o ry o f a  
re tire d  me mb e r a t the  fe e  se t fo r re tire d  me mb e rs fro m 
time  to  time .  

Ap p lic a tio ns ma y o nly b e  ma de  b y c o nta c ting  the  
a sso c ia tio n o ffic e  via  e ma il a t a d min@ rva hj.o rg .a u fo r a n 
a pp lic a tio n fo rm to  b e  se nt b a c k to  yo u. 

I wo uld  e spe c ia lly tha nk Dire c to r/ Se c re ta ry Mic ha e l 
Tse  JP fo r his he lp  in fo rmula ting  the  c rite ria  fo r the se  
a wa rds. 

I c o mme nd  the se  initia tive s to  yo u a nd  trust tha t it 
g o e s so me  wa y in de mo nstra ting  tha t yo ur Bo a rd  o f 
Dire c to rs is c o nsta ntly wo rking  fo r a nd  o n yo ur b e ha lf. 

Our Annua l Dinne r o n the  12th o f Aug ust is 
a ppro a c hing  a nd  I e xho rt a ll who  c a n ma ke  it to  a tte nd .  
The  Atto rne y Ge ne ra l fo r Vic to ria  & Ministe r fo r Ra c ing , The  
Ho no ura b le  Ma rtin Pa kula  MP will b e  o ur Spe c ia l Gue st 
Spe a ke r, whic h will a ffo rd  yo u the  o ppo rtunity to  no t o nly 
he a r wha t he  ha s to  sa y, b ut q ue stio n him o n a ny issue / s 
tha t yo u b e lie ve  sho uld  b e  a ire d .   Eithe r wa y this is a  
wo nde rful nig ht, whe re  we  c a n a c kno wle dg e  a nd  
a pp la ud  the  ye a rs o f se rvic e  g ive n b y o ur me mb e rs to  the  
c o mmunity o f Vic to ria .  I trust I will se e  a nd  g re e t yo u the re . 

No rma n Witting slo w JP 
Pre side nt RVAHJ 
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Australia Day Award 

 

We offer our heartiest congratulations to our member 
 

James Marshall Duggan OAM JP of Lucknow 
 

who was recognised in the Australia Day Honours List for his service to the community of Bairnsdale. 
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The President and Directors cordially invite  
                                     members and friends to our ... 
 

 

 Join us for a 3-course meal and hear our ... 
 

 Special Guest Speaker 
 

 The Hon. Martin Pakula MP 

 Attorney General for Victoria & Minister for Racing 

 

 

When: Friday 12 August, 6.30pm for 7.00pm 

 

Where: Treacy Conference Centre, 126 The Avenue, Parkville (Mel ref:  Map 29 F12) 
 

Cost:  $80 per head  Dress: Suit & tie/After 5 

  (Drinks at bar prices) 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Don’t miss out!   Order your tickets now  
 

 
 

RSVP: 29 July 2016 (or until sold out!) 

By post: Attn: Cathy Owens, PO Box 317, ELWOOD 3184 

By fax: Fax: (03) 9525 7765  E-mail: admin@rvahj.org.au 

Attendees names (please indicate if vegetarian option required): 

1. 6. 

2. 7. 

3. 8. 

4. 9. 

5. 10. 
No. tickets @ $80 per head:   

Payment accepted by Credit card/cheque/money order/direct deposit (BSB: 063-128 Account: 10331656) 
Credit card details: (Please note, credit card payments will attract a 1.5% surcharge) 

Card type - Visa or Mastercard only (No payments by phone):   

Credit card number:   

Expiry date:   

Cardholder’s name:   

Cardholder’s signature 
  
  

Your postal address (for delivery of tickets) 
Name:   

Street Address / PO Box:   

Suburb / Town:   

Postcode:   

Contact Phone:   



and signing centre coordinator, the person can accumu-
late 16 (10 + 6 points for each year of service).  

A person who receive the award of Fellowship is enti-
tled to call himself/herself “Fellow of the Royal Victori-
an Association of Honorary Justices” and use the post-
nominal “FRVAHJ” for the duration of his/her mem-
bership of the association. 

A financial member of the association who does not 
receive the award of Fellowship is entitled to use the post-
nominal immediately, as specified below: 
 An associate member is entitled to use the post-

nominal “ARVAHJ”. 
 An ordinary member is entitled to use the post-

nominal “MRVAHJ”. 
 A retired member may continue to use the post-

nominal “MRVAHJ” provided they remain as paid up 
member in the category of or a retired member at the 
fee set for retired members from time to time. 

Points may be awarded retrospectively. 
Applications may be made by  contacting the associ-

ation office via email on ad.officer.rvahj@gmail.com for 
a form to be sent back to you. 

Recognition for service 
 

Post nominals for all members 

Y 
our Board of Directors has decided to  see 
that members are recognised by introducing 
an Award of Fellowship and conferral of 

post nominals to members of the RVAHJ. 
The award of Fellowship can be conferred on any fi-

nancial member of the association (Ordinary Member, 
Retired Member, Associate Member or Life Member) if 
the person fulfils one of the following criteria: 
 Awarded Life Membership, Meritorious Member Award, or 

Distinguished Member Award  of the RVAHJ 
 Awarded a Medal of the Order of Australia or above in the 

Australian Honours system or an overseas equivalent.  
 Has provided exemplary service to the community 

and/or the RVAHJ. 
In determination of whether a person meets the def-

inition of exemplary service, a point system is used. 
A member is deemed providing an exemplary ser-

vice to the community and/or the association if the per-
son attains a total of 100 points. 

Points can be accumulated from more than one ser-
vice provided by a person in a particular year (for exam-
ple, if a person concurrently serves as branch chairman 
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Se rvic e  Points Pe r Ye a r 

of Se rvic e  

Se rvic e  to  the  Co mmunity   

Ministe r o f the  Cro wn 25 

Me mb e r o f Fe de ra l o r Sta te  Pa r-
lia me nt 

20 

Ma yo r/ Cha ir o f Sta tuto ry Bo a rd  15 

De p uty Ma yo r/ De p uty Cha ir o f 
Sta tuto ry Bo a rd  

12 

Co unc illo r/ Me mb e r o f a  Sta tuto ry 
Bo a rd  

10 

Pre side nt (o r e q uiva le nt) o f p ro -
fe ssio na l o r Co mmunity Org a nisa -
tio n 

10 

Dire c to r (o r e q uiva le nt) o f Pro fe s-
sio na l o r Co mmunity Org a nisa tio n 

8 

Se rvic e  Points Pe r Ye a r 

of Se rvic e  

Se rvic e  to  the  RVAHJ/ Justic e   

Pa tro n in Chie f/ Pa tro n 100 

Pre side nt 15 

Vic e  Pre sid e nt 12 

Dire c to r/ Co mp a ny Se c re ta ry 10 

Bra nc h Cha irma n 8 

Bra nc h Co mmitte e  Me mb e r/
Sig ning  Ce ntre  Co o rd ina to r 

6 

Re g ula r Me mb e r o f Sig ning  Ce n-
tre  (must a ve ra g e  1 a tte nda nc e  
p e r mo nth) 

4 

Me mb e r o f the  RVAHJ 2 

Ba il Justic e  (a c tive  o n ro ste r) 10 

List of points a va ila ble  for se rvic e s provide d. 

mailto:ad.officer.rvahj@gmail.com
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Y 
es - this may be your only opportunity to 
purchase a RVAHJ year badge. Following 
some requests from members, for an associa-

tion membership year badge, the board has agreed to 
produce a number of badges, for those who register an 
interest in purchasing them. 

If you are interested in taking up this offer, please 
complete the order form below. 

The badges will be available at $9.50 each. Some 
members may wish to purchase a set. 

Each year badge will be reproduced with a different 
background colour for the year listed. 

The wording in the centre of the badge will be a 
metal colour similar to that around the edge of the 
badge. It is difficult to reproduce the actual colour on the 
computer. 

The badges will have a pin with a clasp grip on the 
rear. Size will be the same as the membership badges. 

They will be produced for 5 years, 10 years, 15 years, 
20 years,  25 years, 30 years, 35 years, 40 years, 45 years, 
50 years, 55 years and 60 years. 

We shall require a minimum number of badges or-
dered to make this happen, so please complete and re-
turn your order soon. 

Wear it with pride! 
 

Your one time opportunity! 

 
I wish to  p la c e  a n o rde r fo r a  me mb e rship  ye a r b a dg e  o r b a dg e s. 
 

The  c o st o f e a c h b a dg e  will b e  $9.50 inc lud ing  GST re ta il. 
 

Na me :  .........................................................................................................................................................  

Po sta l Addre ss:  ...........................................................................................................................................  

Pho ne  No .:  ........................................................  Pe rso na l Ema il:  .......................................................  

Ye a rs a s a  me mb e r o f the  RVAHJ:  ..........................................................................................................  

If your numbe r of ye a rs me mbe rship is unknown, we  sha ll c onfirm it for you a nd g e t ba c k to  you. 
 

Please indicate which badges you wish to order … 
 

5 ye a rs      10 ye a rs     15 ye a rs      20 ye a rs     25 ye a rs      30 ye a rs     35 ye a rs    
 

40 ye a rs      45 ye a rs      50 ye a rs      55 ye a rs      60 ye a rs    
 

Ple a se  do  no t fo rwa rd  a ny funds a s ye t. Yo u sha ll b e  b ille d  la te r. I unde rsta nd  tha t if the re  a re  no t e no ug h 
o rde rs to  ma ke  p ro d uc tio n via b le , the n p ro duc tio n will no t p ro c e e d . 
 

Ple a se  re turn via  e ma il to : a dmin@ rva hj.o rg .a u o r p o st to : RVAHJ, PO Bo x 317, Elwo o d , 3184 

Sample drawing only - greatly enlarged Sample drawing only - greatly enlarged 

mailto:ad.officer.rvahj@gmail.com


Police Station from 10.00am till 
3.00pm & Saturday Morning on a ros-
ter system. Contact is Bob Bolch on 
8790 0567  mob 0412 155 634. 

Hastings co-ordinator Chris War-
wick advised that all was going well, 
whilst Rosebud co-ordinator Helen 
Alcock informed the meeting that the 
Signing Centre is becoming busier & 
that 2 days a week are being trialled. 
Rosebud co-ordinator Helen Alcock 
would appreciate the help of any JPs 
to assist 1 day a month from 11.00am 
till 2.00pm - Thursday or Monday, 
Phone 5989 8832  mob: 0425 782 072. 

Some JPs have been presented 
with outdated forms from newsagents 
& advise us to beware when signing/ 
witnessing some documents from that 
source. 

The next meeting of the Morning-
ton Peninsula Branch is at Frankston 
Police Headquarters - 7.30pm, 
Wednesday June 1st. 

This article is presented by Branch 
Secretary, Fay Hunter phone 5976 
1258.  

Submitted by  Ian Lyons JP 

T 
he Mornington Peninsula 
held its second meeting for 
the year at Frankston Po-

lice Station. Barry Lewis, Vice 
Chair, organised the guest speaker 
for the evening.  Mr Barrie Hunt, 
Honorary Research Fellow, CSIRO, 
spoke to members about global 
warming and what we can do to assist 
our planet. Barrie was extremely 
knowledgeable on the subject and 
filled our heads with a myriad of facts 
& figures. 

In addressing the Sceptics, Barrie 
assured us it was definitely happen-
ing, whether we believe it's a natural 
occurrence or man-made and sup-
ported his theory with both mathe-
matical and factual information. 

Barrie Hunt was presented with a 
certificate of appreciation & an 
RVAHJ carafe for his time & presen-
tation. 

Other items of business included 
reports from Signing Centres. Peter 
Newman - Frankston Signing Centre 
tabled a report and advised 
that MORE JPs were needed to staff 
that centre which operates 6 days a 
week, Monday to Friday @ Frankston 

Mornington 

Peninsula 

Branch 
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Le ft to  rig ht: Cha irma n G ra ha m Unwin JP with Ba rrie  Hunt & 

Vic e  Cha irma n Ba rry Le wis JP. 

Fra nksto n Sig ning  
Ce ntre  ta b le d  a  

re po rt a nd   
a dvise d  

tha t MORE JPs 
we re  ne e de d  to  
sta ff tha t c e ntre  

whic h o pe ra te s 6 
da ys a  we e k. 



T 
he Department of Justice and Regulation 
(the department) recognises and appreci-
ates the significant contribution that Justic-

es of the Peace (JPs) make to the Victorian commu-
nity.   

The Honorary Justices Act 2014 (the Act) introduced 
important reforms to the law governing JPs in order to 
maintain the high standing of the office of JP and to 
ensure that JPs provide high quality services to the Vic-
torian community. 

Essential to the integrity and high standing of the 
office of JP is the appointment of ‘fit and proper’ per-
sons who have the required skills and knowledge to un-
dertake the role.  

The 5-yearly status confirmation process is the pri-
mary mechanism under the Act to ensure that JPs have 
the necessary skills and good character. JPs appointed 
prior to 1971 completed the status confirmation process 
in 2015 with JPs appointed prior to 1971 to 1980 under-
taking the process in 2016. 

Made up of two parts, the status confirmation pro-
cess includes prescribed training and a questionnaire 
covering 12 questions targeted to personal matters and 
availability.  

Completion of the questionnaire has raised some 
questions for our JPs about how much detail they 
should provide – particularly, the question “Have you 
been charged with breaches of the traffic law in Austral-
ia or overseas in the last 5 years? These include speeding 
or parking fines”. A few JPs have asked why traffic of-
fences or parking fines are relevant given that in most 
instances they do not result in imprisonment or harm to 
others.  
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New Members 
 

The president and directors warmly welcome the following new members: 

David Bellchambers BJ ................................ PRESTON 

Nathan Goetz JP ..................................... FOOTSCRAY 

Peter Guest BJ ........................................ MARYSVILLE 

Michelle Jokic JP ............................... BELL POST HILL 

Wendy Lester JP .................................. WANGARATTA 

Jennifer McAuslan JP ............................... PAKENHAM 

Douglas Peachey JP ............................... CLOVERLEA 

Mian Rajput JP ........................................... DERRIMUT 

Noel Read JP .................................... WARRNAMBOOL 

Eric Sangwell JP .......................................... ROSEBUD 

Tuan Tran JP ................................................WINDSOR 

Victor Zammit JP ..................................... GREENVALE 

The primary purpose of this question is to protect 
the integrity and high standing of the office of JP.  It 
draws on legislative provisions and the Guidelines issued 
under the Act as they relate to a ‘fit and proper person’, 
‘not bringing the office into disrepute’ and the disclosure 
of all alleged breaches of the criminal law and traffic law. 

The Guideline sets out the test for a 'fit and proper 
person’, which includes the extent to which the offend-
ing reveals attitudes of dishonesty, personal violence or 
lack of regard for the legal system. 

It is the lack of regard for the legal system that is 
most important in ensuring that each JP is a fit and 
proper person to hold office and that JPs do not, 
through their offending, bring the office into disrepute.  
While a single traffic infringement or parking fine is not 
likely to reflect poorly on a JP’s character, multiple traf-
fic offences or multiple parking fines may.   

When assessing the information provided in re-
sponse to this question, the department takes into ac-
count the number of traffic and parking offences, the 
length of time since the date of the last offending and 
the extent to which the offending discloses attitudes of 
dishonesty or lack of regard for the legal system. 

I hope this explanation is helpful to JPs who are 
completing the status confirmation process. Further in-
formation about the status confirmation process can be 
found on the honorary justices website at 
www.honoraryjustices.vic.gov.au. 
 

Kim Eldridge 
Manager 

Honorary Justice Office 
May 2016 

Status confirmation 

questionnaire - traffic 

law breaches 

http://www.honoraryjustices.vic.gov.au/


Central  

Gippsland  

Branch 

A 
 Dinner was held at the Traralgon 
Bowling club with some 35 mem-
bers in attendance. The Traralgon 

Bowling Club put on a very nice Dinner, 
which was very much appreciated by the 
justices. 

Special guest was Alan Wilson who was 
leader of the Traralgon Brass Band. The band 
has just returned from a triumphant tour of 
the united Kingdom and Europe, where they 
played with much acclaim at several World 
War I War Cemeteries. Along the way, the 
band won several band competitions. The 
tour was very successful and they notched 
several “firsts” as no Australian band had 
preceded them. 

 
Submitted by Kevin Potter JP 

Le ft to  rig ht: Cha irma n Jim Hood JP, Gue st 

Spe a ke r Ala n Wilson a nd Don Fe rg uson JP.  

Ce ntra l Gippsla nd Bra nc h justic e s e njoy 

g e tting  tog e the r a t the ir dinne r. 
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Justices Do More 

 Australia Day Ambassador  
 White Ribbon Ambassador 
 Board member for North West-

ern  Adult, Community & Further 
Education 

 Regional Advisory Council Member 
for North & West Metropolitan, 
Victorian Multicultural Commission 

 Patron South Asian Community 
Link Group- Australasia 

 

John Maddock BJ JP  
& David Atkinson OAM BJ 
JP 

David Atkinson OAM BJ JP was 
named City of Warrnambool Australia 
Day, Citizen of the Year and John 
Maddock JP BJ received the City of 
Warrnambool, Australia Day, Local 
Achiever Award.   

David was inducted into the Order 
of Australia in 2003.  He has provided 
long and exemplary service to the 
Warrnambool and district community 
with over 21 years in local govern-
ment, as a councillor, as mayor and as 
a Commissioner.  He has been a JP 

M any justices have an extra 
life of volunteering, while 
performing their role as a 

justice of the peace or a bail justice. 
This is very evident at the time of 
Australia day and Queen’s Birthday 
Awards and Citizens of the Year 
Awards and other outstanding awards 
around the State. 

Please find just four of our justic-
es stories in being recipients of these 
awards. 

 
Deepak Vinayak JP 

Deepak is the recipient of the 
Multicultural Award for Excellence 
which was presented to him at Gov-
ernment house last December. 

Coming from the South Asian-
Indian Community Deepak Vinayak 
has been engaging with the newly ar-
riving migrants. 

He has actively mentored students 
and research scholars from universi-
ties of Victoria, Monash, Deakin and 
La Trobe.  
Deepak holds the following ... 
 People of Australia Ambassador  

De e pa k Vina ya k JP re c e ive s his Multic ultura l 

Awa rd for Exc e lle nc e  a t Gove rnme nt House  

on 3rd De c e mbe r 2015. 

Da vid Atkinson OAM JP BJ with his City o f 

Wa rrna mbool Citize n o f the  Ye a r Awa rd a nd 

John Ma ddoc k JP BJ re c e ive d with his City o f 

Wa rrna mbool Loc a l Ac hie ve r Awa rd.   
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since 2001 and BJ from 2003.  David is 
an active volunteer at the Warrnambool 
DSS and was this year inducted into the 
“100 Club” 

John has been a JP for over 30 years 

and a BJ for over 25.  He is currently the 
Chairman of the South West Branch of 

RVAHJ.   

Ian Elston JP 
Wodonga has recognised long-time 

Rotary Club member, Ian Elston JP as 
its Citizen of the Year. 

Mr Elston, 69, is a member of the 
Rotary Club of Wodonga Central, sup-
porting and leading many of the club's 
projects including its senior citizens' 
Christmas luncheon. 

He is a retired defence training man-
ager and a long-serving Justice of the 
Peace. Ian is the Secretary/Treasurer of 
the Upper Murray Branch RVAHJ. 
 
Michael Cheshire BJ JP 

Michael was awarded Citizen of the 
Year for Clunes in 2015 and Hepburn 
Shire Council, Australia Day, Citizen of 
the Year in 2016. 

His awards included work in his role 
locally as a justice of the peace and bail 
justice. Michael has been a JP for 35 
years and BJ for  26 years. 

As President of the Australasian 
Council of Justices’ Associations, Mi-

chael brought the annual meeting to Bal-
larat and Clunes. The first such meeting 
held outside a capital city. 

Michael is the RVAHJ longest serv-
ing director. 
Michael’s Honorary CV is … 
 Past President RVAHJ 
 Hon. Life Member RVAHJ 
 Merit Award RVAHJ 
 RVAHJ Centenary Award 
 27 years director RVAHJ 
 Ministerial Appointment, JP Appoint-

ment Board 
 Past President ACJA 
 23 years Councillor ACJA 
 14 years Hon. Registrar ACJA 
 Former Mayor Hepburn Shire 

 Lay Minister Ballarat Diocese 

 Former Chieftain Daylesford Highland 
Gathering 

 President Clunes Tourist & Develop-
ment Association 

 Vice President Clunes Cemetery Trust 
 Ministerial Appointment Wombat 

Community Forest Management Com-
mittee  

 Secretary/Treasurer Clunes National 
Ceramics Award 

 Hon. Marketing Manager St John’s 
Home for Boys & Girls 

 Hon. Photographer Burwood Chil-
dren’s Home 

Ia n Elston JP re c e ive d the  Wodong a  Rota ry 

Club Citize n of the  Ye a r Awa rd. 
Mic ha e l Che shire  BJ JP with both his He pburn 

Shire  Counc il, Austra lia  Da y, Citize n o f the  

Ye a r Awa rd a nd his Clune s Citize n o f the  Ye a r 

Awa rd. 

Justic e s a re   
invo lve d  in ma ny 
o the r c o mmunity 

vo lunte e ring  ta sks, 
fo r the ir lo c a l  

a re a . 
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 Just reward 

for volunteer 

helped him make Sunraysia his home. 
While many in Mildura know Trevor as a justice of 

the peace, the community-minded man has worn many 
hats over the years. 

A life member of Neighbourhood Watch, Trevor 
also served on the school boards at St Joseph’s College 
and St Paul’s Primary School. 

He has volunteered as a driver for Vision Australia 
for the past 15 years and today also gives his time to St 
Vincent de Paul as a volunteer with its no interest loans 
scheme. 

Another one of his passions, football, saw him be-
come involved with the Mildura Football Club almost by 
chance as a trainer. 

He then became involved with the club at an admin-
istrative level, serving as its secretary but Trevor said his 
involvement with local football was now confined to the 
past. 

“It’s a passing of time but there are certain people 
that stay with you, people that you meet along the way,” 
he said. 

Despite having given more to the community than 
he has taken, Trevor isn’t about to stop. 

In his words, it has helped him remain stimulated 
and has brought with it the satisfaction of having provid-
ed a service to the community. 

“When you retire, you have got to have something 
on the other side. If you don’t have it, you’ll just waste 
away.” 

 
by Christopher Testa  

Sunraysia Daily 
 

Photo Carmel Zaccone  
Sunraysia Daily 

W 
hen justice of the peace Trevor Aust JP 
sits down for a shift at the Mildura police 
station’s signing centre, he never knows 

what he’s going to get. 
While the most common documents brought to the 

JPs desk are birth certificates needing certification, Tre-
vor said his time in the role in Mildura had created some 
interesting situations. 

“I would say our signing centre is unique because 
we’re virtually on the border of three states. You get the 
Gol Gol driver who has been picked up for speeding in 
South Australia and they bring the document to a Victo-
rian JP,” Trevor said. 

Trevor’s efforts as a volunteer saw him recognised by 
his peers – fellow members of the Sunraysia branch of 
the Royal Victorian Association of Honorary Justices 
(RVAHJ) – with the inaugural John Malcolm Perpetual 
Trophy. 

The award was created to be presented to a signifi-
cant contributor to the local RVAHJ branch each year. 

Trevor, a former chairman and the current treasurer 
of the branch, was chosen as the trophy’s first winner but 
modestly shared the accolades with those he works 
alongside at the signing centre. 

His prize screams Mildura and is very heavy, being a 
treated and varnished Mallee root displaying a RVAHJ 
badge that once adorned John Malcolm’s motor vehicle. 

“I was delighted to win it but I have got a great 
group of about 22 JPs who help out on a roster,” Trevor 
said. 

One of about 70 JPs between Colignan and Yelta, 
Trevor embodies volunteerism. 

Originally from Adelaide, he moved to Mildura as a 
young Commonwealth Bank employee. 

While he later moved around the state and back to 
South Australia, family ties (he married a Mildura girl) 

Justic e  o f the  pe a c e   
Tre vo r Aust first to  win tro phy. 

Tre vor Aust JP with his trophy. 
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around the Central Highlands Region 
it is felt that a quarterly meeting, with 
an average of 25 members in attend-
ance, suits the members well.  

At this venue, members take the 
opportunity to meet prior to the meet-
ing and have a meal together with their 
partners. 

The Ballarat Document Signing 
Centre is now the largest regional cen-
tre  and the fourth largest in Victoria 
surpassed only by Metropolitan cen-
tres. The Centre is staffed for 4.5 
hours on Mondays to Thursdays and 
6.5 hours on Fridays each week. 32 
honorary justices volunteer as roster 
members.  Early this year when it be-
came necessary to recruit more roster 
members the Branch Chairman wrote 
to all known honorary justices in the 
region who were not already roster 
members. He reminded them of their 
obligations to be both active and avail-
able and that this could be fulfilled as a 
document signing centre roster mem-
ber. Seven positive responses were 
received and these JPs after complet-
ing a buddy session at the police sta-
tion with an experienced roster mem-
ber followed by a Births, Deaths and 
Marriages accreditation session be-
came new roster members. Whilst 
some are only available to fill in on an 
emergency basis each is a welcome 
addition to fill a void created by trans-
fers, long term health issues and the 
passing of two members.  

The Ballarat Document Signing 
Centre celebrates its tenth year of op-
eration in July 2016. This achievement 
will be recognised by Victoria Police 
with the original roster members also 
being acknowledged for their diligent 
service at a special function.   
 

Bryan Nicholls JP  
Chairman - Ballarat Branch.  

 

T 
o date, 2016 has been a very 
good year for the Ballarat 
Branch. The year com-

menced with the Branch’s annual 
dinner in February with 60 mem-
bers and guests attending. The guest 
speaker was Judy Verlin AM who 
spoke on her former roles as the 
mayor of the City of Ballarat and past 
chairman of the Committee For Balla-
rat.  During the evening five more 
members were inducted into the 100 
Club and received their certificates 
from Superintendent Andrew Allen 
APM. The 100 Club, as with other 
branches, recognises those members 
who have achieved one hundred days 
of voluntary service at the document 
signing centre within the Ballarat Po-
lice Station.  

This year’s annual dinner is the 
fourth such occasion at the new venue. 
Previous guest speakers have been The 
Attorney General The Honourable 
Robert Clark MLA; David Battersby 
AO Vice Chancellor Federation Uni-
versity and Tim Cartwright Acting 
Chief Commissioner Victoria Police. 
The annual dinner is also an occasion 
for certificates of appreciation to be 
presented to Branch members for out-
standing service.  Successive Associa-
tion presidents and the partners have 
also attended the Branch dinners.  

The Ballarat Branch also holds a 
quarterly members’ meeting at the Se-
bastopol Bowling Club. Apart from 
being a forum for members to talk 
about matters related to their service it 
also gives them an opportunity to hear 
about local issues from a guest speaker.  
Previous guest speakers have included 
a WIN TV newsreader; the mayor of 
the City of Ballarat; a director of one 
of the local hospitals  and Julia Young 
from the Honorary Justice Office. 
With Branch members located all 

How can we be 

more successful? 

Front Cover Story 

In a move to have branches share their successes, Ballarat Branch chairman, Bryan 
Nicholls JP, has written a background on how this branch provides information, a con-
duit for sharing stories and fellowship. We welcome other branches sharing their story. 

The  fro nt c o ve r de pic ts the  spe a ke r a t the  la st Ba lla ra t Bra nc h re g ula r me e ting , with Ba lla ra t Cha irma n Brya n Nic ho lls 
JP. As Ma yo r o f Ba lla ra t, Cr De s Hudso n wa s a b le  to  tha nk the  justic e s fo r the  wo rk thro ug ho ut the  munic ipa lity a nd  in 
his o the r ro le  a s a  me mb e r o f Vic to ria  Po lic e , e xpre sse d  just ho w va lua b le  justic e s we re  to  the  judic ia l syste m, b o th a s 
b a il justic e s a nd  justic e s o f the  pe a c e  thro ug h Sig ning  Ce ntre s. 

Wha t ma ke s a  
suc c e ssful 
b ra nc h?  

Is it inte re sting  
spe a ke rs,  

e xc ha ng e  o f  
sto rie s o n ma tte rs 
jud ic ia l, b ring ing  

pa rtne rs to   
me e ting s a nd  

sha ring  a  me a l,  
ma king  pre se nta -

tio ns  to  justic e s 
who  re a c h c e rta in 
mile sto ne s, inviting  

the  pre side nt o f 
the  a sso c ia tio n 

a nd  re g io na l  
Supe rinte nde nt to  

yo ur a nnua l  
d inne r?  

Wha t wo rks fo r 
you … 

 
Ple a se  le t  

us know. 

Le t us sha re   

the  suc c e sse s! 
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Please find the audited Statement of  Financial Performance  
for the year ended 31st December 2015 ... 
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Please find the audited Statement of  Financial Performance  
for the year ended 31st December 2015 ... 
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Please find the notes to the audited Statement of  Financial Performance  
for the year ended 31st December 2015 ... 
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T 
he City & Northern Group has supplied us 
with their program for 2016. They would be 
pleased to have anyone join them for their 

meetings. Can you please let Bryan Nitz JP know if you 
wish to attend. Email is jp11274@rvahj.org.au & if they 
can bring a plate for Supper all Members & Guests are 
more than welcome.  
 

Date Speaker Venue 
 

20th June Speaker - Mr Greg Davies APM  Victims 
of Crimes Commissioner 

 Venue: Broadmeadows    
  

Please find the notes to the audited Statement of Financial Performance  
for the year ended 31st December 2015 ... 

8th Aug. Speaker - Deputy Commissioner, Wendy  
Steendham  

 Venue: Fawkner 
 

10th Oct. Speaker - Hon Justice Betty King QC                       
Venue: Broadmeadows 

 

Meetings are held at either the Broadmeadows or Faw-
kner Police Stations at 7 30 PM. 
 

Broadmeadows : 15 Dimboola Road, Broadmeadows 
 

Fawkner : 1151 Sydney Road, Fawkner , opposite the 
First & Last Hotel. 

 

Submitted by Bryan Nitz JP 

Branch Meetings 

Meeting at Ararat 

Le ft to  rig ht: Lois Johnson BJ, Se c re ta ry o f the  Wim-

me ra  Bra nc h; Norma n Witting slow JP a nd Ge off 

Pe nna  JP, Cha irma n of the  Wimme ra  Bra nc h 

P 
resident Norman Wittingslow JP, attended the 
Wimmera  Branch on February 6th 2016 at the 
Chalambar Golf Club to make a presentation on 

the new Powers of Attorney Act 2014.  The Wimmera 
Branch changed the venue to Ararat in order to make trav-
elling a lot easier for many who attended from surrounding 
districts, this initiative resulted in a very good attendance 
and an enjoyable and rewarding day for all. 

mailto:jp11274@rvahj.org.au
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Document Signing Centre Reports 

A Timely Reminder 
 

Bob Ford back again. I would like to raise a 
concern that I have in regards to JP’s completing 
Births, Deaths & Marriages’ documents. 

It has come to my attention over a period of time, 
that there are still JP's out in the system, that still don't 
understand that if they are NOT able to complete BDM 
documents  outside of a Police Station and must have 
completed the BDM exam. 

I feel that this needs to be brought to the attention 
of our JP members once again, possible in our next ad-
dition of Custodes. 

There must be other Coordinators out there with 
the same issue, as we often are receiving BDM applica-
tions returned as NOT completed properly and not by 

Certified JP's. 
Hope you don't mind me raising this problem but 

we need to get the message out to them again and maybe 
hopefully, they understand the protocol and that they 
need to attend a Document Signing Centre at a Police 
Station, which would help Coordinators or tell people 
that they are able complete said documents and forward 
them to a DSC point suitable. 

 

submitted by Robert M Ford. BJ JP 
 

JPs are also authorised to certify BDM documents 
for purposes other than for the Registry. Check before 
you sign, for what purpose that the copies are required 
and for whom. 

Editor 

DSC Jan Feb Mar Apr Year 
Total 

Altona Library 89 471 133 116 809 

Altona RSL 178 86 122 105 491 

Ballarat 4185 4487 3248 4185 16105 

Benalla 37 37 40   114 

Bendigo 704 1901 1128 642 4375 

Box Hill 1666 3049 3411 2874 11000 

Bright 89 58 29 30 206 

Broadmeadows 5420 5421 3844 3844 18529 

Caulfield 113 617 145   875 

Corio 256   199 355 810 

Corryong 14 9 31 7 61 

Craigieburn 945 1067 923 1264 4199 

Cranbourne 1863 1863 1863   5589 

Dandenong 6478 9024 9201 8923 33626 

Drysdale New 24 24 25 25 98 

Eltham 176 331 170   677 

Epping 1865 1637 2231 1715 7448 

Fawkner 405 1059 1249 1585 4298 

Flemington 49 30 17 21 117 

Footscray 2011 3062 3397 2907 11377 

Frankston 3995 4802 3933 4122 16852 

Geelong 2004   2076 2285 6365 

Hamilton - New 65 75 145 95 380 

Hastings - New 72 25     97 

Horsham     135 100 235 

Laverton Hub 124     140 264 

Mansfield 17 66 36 23 142 

DSC Jan Feb Mar Apr Year  
Total 

Melbourne Town Hall   2548 2152 1607 6307 

Mildura 1577 1731 1937 1890 7135 

Monash Uni   26 20 13 59 

Moonee Ponds 728 1894 1710 1762 6094 

Morwell   336 233 211 780 

Myrtleford 50       50 

Northcote 129 395 296 231 1051 

Oakleigh     1351 719 2070 

Pakenham 559 862 1100 1108 3629 

Portland - New 53 28 71 64 216 

Preston 827 727 635 832 3021 

Reservoir   127 150 122 399 

Ringwood 302 236 202 397 1137 

RMH 1088 1410 1141   3639 

Rosebud 118 98 161 243 620 

Sale 299 418 311 399 1427 

Springvale 8403 8510 7134 8291 32338 

Sunbury 404   159 130 693 

Wangaratta 359 853 759   1971 

Wangaratta Library 106 89 127 231 553 

Warragul 1656 1963 1549 1671 6839 

Warrnambool 394 673 601 461 2129 

Werribee 5578 6,399 9098 10059 31134 

Williamstown 94 535 314 478 1421 

Wodonga 1956 2116 740 259 5071 

Wonthaggi 818 984 492 792 3086 

Monthly Total 58342 72159 70174 67333 268008 
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Fe llo w Re a de rs 
 

All g o o d  thing s c o me  to  a n e nd . 
Cha ng e  is ine vita b le . Ye s, yo u ha ve  he a rd  
the se  sa ying s a nd  the y me a n mo re  to  me  
just no w, a fte r ta king  the  de c isio n to  ste p  
do wn a s a  d ire c to r o f the  a sso c ia tio n.  

I ha ve  b e e n ho no ure d  to  se rve  justic e s 
o n the  b o a rd  fo r o ve r 27 ye a rs a nd  b e e n 
b le sse d  to  kno w a nd  wo rk with so me  
ho no ura b le , ha rd  wo rking  a nd  c re a tive  
pe o p le . The  b o a rd  a nd  inde e d  the  
a sso c ia tio n ha s, fo r mo st o f the  time , 
wo rke d  in ha rmo ny to  a c hie ve  so me  
e xc e lle nt b e ne fits fo r justic e s in g e ne ra l 
a nd  me mb e rs o f the  a sso c ia tio n in 
pa rtic ular. 

I c a n c le a rly re me mb e r, a s pre side nt, 
he a d ing  a  de puta tio n to  the  the n Atto rne y
-Ge ne ra l with a  list o f re c o mme nda tio ns 
inc luding  ma nda to ry tra ining , a n a nnua l 
g ra nt, a  pe rma ne nt ho me , a nd  a n 
inc re a se  in the  numb e rs o f justic e s 
a ppo inte d . 

We  ha ve  a c hie ve d  ma nda to ry tra ining , 
we  re c e ive d  o ur a nnua l g ra nt until the re  
wa s a  g o ve rnme nt c ut b a c k, we  re c e ive d  
o ur pe rma ne nt ho me  initia lly a t 
Ca mb e rwe ll, whe re  we  ha d  a  fully 
ma inta ine d , pe ppe rc o rn re nt pro pe rty; b ut 

from the Editor’s desk 

unfo rtuna te ly we  ha ve  no t ha d  a n 
inc re a se  in justic e s. The  numb e r o f b a il 
justic e s a nd  justic e s o f the  pe a c e  ha s 
d iminishe d  g re a tly o ve r the  ye a rs. If we  
ha d  mo re  justic e s, we  c o uld  pro vide  the  
pe o p le  o f Vic to ria  with g re a te r se rvic e s. 

I wish to  tha nk a ll my c o lle a g ue s o n the  
b o a rd , o ve r the  ye a rs, fo r the ir te a m wo rk 
a nd  frie ndship .  Tha nks a lso  g o e s to  tho se  
g o o d  pe o p le  in the  De pa rtme nt o f 
Justic e , who  ha ve  a nd  c o ntinue  to  
pro vide  suppo rt a nd  g uida nc e .  

In ste pp ing  do wn I sha ll re linq uish my 
ro le  a s e dito r o f Custo de s, whic h I ha ve  
he ld  fo r o ve r 15 ye a rs. Ple a se  c o ntinue  to  
suppo rt Custo de s with yo ur sto rie s a nd  
ide a s. In sha ring  we  c an le arn fro m e a c h 
o the r.  

I lo o k fo rwa rd  to  inc re a sing  b e ne fits fo r 
a ll justic e s a nd  wish yo u a ll we ll. 

 
Spe c te mur Ag e ndo  

Mic ha e l Che shire  BJ JP 
Edito r 

State Trustees would 

like to say Thanks with 

a 20% off special offer 

State Trustees has been helping Victorians with their 
financial needs for 75 years. 
 
We recognise that JPs have played a crucial role 
in helping State Trustees to achieve this. By way 
of thanks for your ongoing assistance, we’d like 
to offer you and your partner 20% off the standard 
State Trustees price for a Will and Enduring Power 
of Attorney (Financial). 
 
To make an appointment or for more information, 
call 03 9667 6444 or visit statetrustees.com.au 

 

 



RVAHJ branch network 

EDITORIAL POLICY 
The  o ffic ia l jo urna l o f the  Ro ya l Vic to ria n Asso c ia tio n o f Ho no ra ry Justic e s ha s a p p e a re d  in va rio us fo rma ts 
sinc e  1910. As is p ra c tic e  in p ub lic a tio ns, the  c urre nt Custo de s d o e s no t ne c e ssa rily re p re se nt the  vie ws o f the  
RVAHJ sinc e  it e nc o ura g e s c o ntrib utio ns fro m a  wide  c ro ss-se c tio n o f me mb e rs a nd  b e yo nd . The  e d ito r 
re se rve s the  rig ht to  e d it a ny ma te ria l. Sub missio n o f a ny ma te ria l c o nstitute s p e rmissio n to  e d it a nd  p ub lish 
a ny ma te ria l. Artic le s a nd  le tte rs a re  mo st we lc o me , b ut a re  sub je c t to  the  d isc re tio n o f the  e d ito r. 
 
ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES 
Ad ve rtising  in Custo de s re a c he s a  sta te  wide  a ud ie nc e  o f influe ntia l c o mmunity le a de rs a nd  b usine ss 
p ro fe ssio na ls. Ad ve rtising  c o sts: full p a g e  : $345; ha lf pa g e  : $175; q ua rte r p a g e  : $90 & b usine ss c a rd  : $45; 
me mb e r d isc o unt 20%. Co nta c t the  e d ito r fo r a dve rtising  fo r yo ur b usine ss. 
 
CUSTODES DEADLINES 
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G e e long  

Alsto n Pa rk AM JP 
jp 12742@ rva hj.o rg .a u 

(M) 0418 582 565 
 

South G ippsla nd 

We ndy Ca p le  JP 
(H) 03 5662 2184 

 
South We st 

Be rna rd  Re id  JP 
b e rna rdre id@ b ig p o nd .c o m 

03 5565 9476 
 

Sunra ysia  

Che ryl We b b  JP 
rva hjsunra ysia @ g ma il.c o m  

(M) 0419 531 020 
 

Uppe r Murra y 

Ia n Elsto n JP 
jp 11679@ rva hj.o rg .a u  

(B&H) 02 6024 3917 
 

We lling ton 

Lyn Mc Lind in JP 
q uinc y1935@ b ig p o nd .c o m   

(M) 0408 393 338 
 

Wimme ra  

Lo is Jo hnso n BJ 
jo hlo 7@ b ig p o nd .c o m 

(M) 0400 715 080 
 

Ya rra  Va lle y 

We ndy Bo o th JP 
(M) 0407 051 757 

METRO 
 

City & Northe rn 

Bo b  Willia ms JP 
(B&H) 03 5427 3366 

 
Da nde nong  

Nig e l Ca rte r JP 
ma p a a ndus@ o p tusne t.c o m.a u  

(H) 9795 8798 
 

Dia mond Va lle y 

Che ryl Duff JP 
Che ryl.d uff@ b ig p o nd .c o m 

(M) 0417 318 173 
 

G le n Wa ve rle y 

Ric ha rd  Slug g e tt JP 
b o wls7@ o p tusne tc o m.a u   

(M) 0403 023 288 
 

Ma roonda h 

Bria n Ro ss-So de n 
b dro ss@ o ptusne t.c o m.a u  

(H) 9874 7793 
 

Mona sh 

Nick O’Connell JP 
mo na sh@ rva hj.o rg .a u  

(M) 0429 533 994 
 

Morning ton Pe ninsula  

Fa y Hunte r JP 
fa yhunte r2@ b ig p o nd .c o m  

(M) 0427 267 607 
 

Sunbury & Distric ts 

Te rry La rkins JP  
sunb ury@ rva hj.o rg .a u 

(M) 0417 398 869   
 

We stg a te  

Vic ki Ho witt JP 
Vic to ria .Ho witt@ c o he a lth.o rg .a u 

(M) 0403 456 808 

 
Wyndha m  

Ro b e rt Bra d le y JP 
(M) 0407 974 944  

 

COUNTRY 
 

Ba lla ra t 

Brya n Nic ho lls JP 
sa ndb nic ho lls@ b ig p o nd .c o m 

(H) 03 5336 2313 
(M) 0418 341 389 

 
Be na lla  

Jo y Po o le  JP 
(M) 0405 304 556 

 
Be ndig o  

He le n Yo rsto n JP 
d .d .wrig ht@ b ig p o nd .c o m   

(H) 03 5442 8859 
 

Buloke  

Ga rry La rmo ur JP 
ra y_sue wa lke r@ g jr.ne t.a u 

(B&H) 03 5491 1647 
 

Ce ntra l Gippsla nd 

Do n Fe rg uso n JP 
do na ld fe rg uso n@ o ptusne t.c o m.a u  

(B&H) 03 5127 1718 
 

Cra nbourne  

Sue  Ma rtin JP  
(M) 0409 702 200  
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